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PMC’s at Annual Meeting
From left to right, 1957 Silver Cloud I Saloon, 1930 PII Park Ward Fixed Light
Limousine, 1958 Silver Cloud I Saloon, 1980 Silver Wraith II, 1978 Silver Wraith II
LWB Saloon, & 1953 Silver Wraith Hooper Limousine.
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NATIONAL EVENTS :

o April6-11,1997
R.R.O.C. Spring Meet
Texas

o July22-26, 1997
National Meet
Hot Springs, Va.

REGIONAL EVENTS :

. December, 1996
Christmas Get-together
Pot Luck at the heme of
Rob Manderson

Other Events

o May 17 & 18th, 1997
Portland Swap Meet
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Annual Meeting, October 27th, 1996

Attendees: George Pope, Terry Murphy, Norm Gilliham, Francis & Winnie Chan, Ted
Carswell, Rob Manderson, Lorraine & Reg Collings, Howard Lengert and Guest,
Wayne Stains.

The Prairie Can-Am Region met at the Black Knight Inn, Red Deer.

Following a great brunch, Chairman Rob Manderson presided.

Treasurer's Report - Bank balance $5,731.05. (Detailed report elsewhere)

A suggestion was made to host a seminar on 6 cylinder and 8 cylinder post war cars. A
RROC technical expert would be approached to come to Calgary to possibly provide a
two day seminar. Reg Collings volunteered to look into this suggestion. -

Terry Murphy, as Regional Director, reviewed the on-going events regarding the
financial management of the RROC. Correspondence over the last several months

was available to the members present for perusal.

The Chairman’s conference will be held in Albuquerque, Texas on January 24 - 27,
1997. Rob Manderson & Terry Murphy will be attending this conference.

Elections: The Chairman & Treasurer/Membership positions remain unchanged.
Events - South - George Pope
- North - Frankii Niewchas/Howard Lengert

RROC CAN-AM Prairie Region
Balance Sheet as at 30th September, 1996

ASSETS:

Opening balance $3,995.91

Add Net Income 402.42
Caiance as of Sept./9% $4,388.33
LIABILITIES: Nil

Statement of Income & Expenses for the period 1st of October, 1995
to 30th September, 1996

INCOME:
Memberships $ 34000
Advertising 75.00
RROC Reimbursement 605.27
Bank Interest 7.31
Spring Meet Donation 1.000.00
$2.027.58
EXPENSES:
Newsletter & Postage $ 593.16
Spring Meet 1,028.00
Bank Charges 4.00
$1,625.16

As submitted by Francis Chan



The subject of this column is the
lubrication of gearboxes. Gear
lubrication in many respects is
much simpler than engine
lubrication. That is because you do
not have to contend with
combustion gases, fuel dilution and
other contaminants that can end
up in your engine crankcase. Also,
gearboxes usually do not expose
the oil to extireme temperatures
found in many areas of an internal
combustion engine. For that
reason, gearbox oils do not have to
be changed as often and are not as
heavily compounded with
additives. In fact, in many
applications, a straight mineral oil
will give very satisfactory
performance. However, most
automotive gear oils do have some
additives to enhance their
characteristics.

One area that some people find
confusing when discussing gear oil
is the Society of Automotive
Engineers. (SAE) viscosity
designations. Gear oils will have a
higher SAE viscosity designation
than an engine oil having the same
actual viscosity. This is because
the SAE uses a different grade
designation for the comparable
SAE grades for gear oils and
engine oils. For example, the
following table shows the
comparable SAE grades for gear
oils and engine oils of similar
viscosity.

GearOil  Engine Oil
SAE 75W _ SAE 10W

SAE 80W  SAE 20W

SAE 85W  SAE 30

SAE 90 SAE 40 or 50

N ow, on to the gearboxes. Let
us first discuss manual
transmissions as they are the most
basic. Rolls-Royce
recommendations are as follows:

Phantom I and 20 HP - An
SAE 90 non EP gear oil such as
Shell Dentax 856W/90 or
comparable product. Since a non-
EP gear oil is sometimes difficult to
find, a SAE 60 engine oil could be
used instead. The most important
criterion is to select the correct
viscosity.

Phantom II, 20/25 HP,
25/30HP, Wraith and Bentley 3
1/2 and 4 1/4 liter - An SAE 30
engine oil is recommended. Do not
use a multigrade 10W30 as the
gears will shear down the V1
improver that is used to give the
mutigrade oil its higher viscosity.
Use ONLY straight grade SAE 30
oil.

Phantom III - An SAE 40
straight grade oil. Again, do not
use a multigrade, such as 10W/40
or 156W/40, in this application.

All post war cars - An EP
automotive gear oil designated for
hypoid gears of SAE 80 grade. An
SAE 80W/90 grade may be used if
you cannot obtain and SAE 80
grade. . It is necessary to use an EP
automotive gear oil to prevent
excessive wear of the gears.

When choosing a fluid for
automatic transmissions, it is
important to note the fluid has
several functions to perform in
addition to lubricating the gears.
It must also act as a hydraulic oil
and give the proper friction
characteristics to the bands and
clutches as the transmission goes
through its shift cycle. Rolls-Royce
automatic transmissions all use
Dextron fluid, which is a licensed
General Motors trademark and all
major oil companies have a

Dextron automatic transmission
fluid (ATF). Over the years
Dextron fluid has undergone many
revisions. It was originally
designated as type A, Suffix A
Fluid. The Dextron name was
established in the early 1960’s and
has been maintained as a GM
trademark ever since. The latost
version is Dextron III and it meets
the requirements of all Rolls-Royce
transmissions.

T'he other automatic type fluid
found in automotive parts stores is
a Type F fluid. This fluid is a Iford
licensed product used in older Ford
transmissions and some early Borg
Warner transmissions. These
transmissions have much different
fluid friction requirements and
therefore Type F fluid should not
be used in transmissions requiring
Dextron fluid.

Ona completely different
subject, I recently received a
comment concerning my
recommendations on the use of
silicone brake fluid in Rolls-Royce
and Bentley cars. As stated in my
column, Rolls-Royce does NOT
recommend silicone fluid for any
Rolls-Royce or Bentley. And
apparently, some members have
had very bad experience with
silicone fluids. However, I talked
to other members who are using
silicone fluid in their PMC with no
apparent problems at all. Since
their appears to be scme
controversy over the use of silicone
fluid, if you have any concern or
are not sure of the seals and other
rubber parts in your system, the
safest route is to stay with Girling
or Castrol RR363 fluid. Silicone
fluids are NOT compatible with
natural rubber components. But if
the system has been completelv
rebuilt with synthetic rubber and
is a conventionally static system.
the silicone fluids should work
fine.



The C.A.V. Voltage Regulator

by Joe Star

Reprinted from the June, 1996 Northern California Region

Used on Rolls-Royce
20/25 cars from late 1934,
all 25/30 cars, all but the
last few Wraiths of 1939,
comresponding Bentley
cars, and the last few
Phantom llI's D Series.

This arcane and
frustrating silver-colored
cvlindrical component will
be found nestling
alongside a somewhat
smaller cylindrical coil
(really a non-inductively
wound resistor), and
facing into a conventional
2 coil cutout. All three are
mounted on a molded
rectangular brown plastic
base, somewhat smaller
than the nearby fuse box,
under a similar molded
cover secured with wire
bail.

An undated seven-page
Service Instruction Leaflet
RR/Q6 covering this
component was issued by
Rolls-Royce and is
included in Technical
Service Department
(T.S.D.). Publication 2066,
available from the Club. It
coritains a detaiied,
complex description of
operation, some means of
testing, and instructions
for performing
adjustments.

Altogether the situation
should serve to drive you
to distraction:

Nowhere is any
information found on
repair of these units. The
casting ends are spun
over making it impractical
to clean the armature tube
or remove the inner
contact support springs,

which are often damaged
when attempts are made
to remove the contacts
themselves. Anyway,
repair parts do not seem to
be available.

The instructions call for
adjustments to be made
on the car with existing
equipment. If the dynamo
and associated elecliics
are not up to standard the
efforts will be wasted, with
possibilities of causing
further damage.

Three special small
adjusting tools and a high
accuracy voltmeter are
required. Accessibility is
in the nether regions.

Settings are extremely
critical. If small end
contact is screwed up
while the dynamo is
running a short circuit will
be created, fusing contacts
and destroying the
usefulness of the
regulator: Ancillary
damage can also be
caused.

Three of the contacts
are on threaded studs of
special pitch, with
uncommon size hexagonal
heads. The fourth is
embedded in the flat end.

A source of new spares
has yet to be found. (Can
anyone help?) The bv
contact points are tiny
buttons, apparently silver,
pressed into small
recesses of the studs - and
now the first ray of hope!
It was found they are not
welded into place and on
onE cecasicn it was
possible to extract the
button and tum it over,
exposing a fresh surface.
No specifications
covering the intemal
characteristics of the coils
have been found. All the
units on hand, and a group
of similar-appearing units
from England (the
numbers differed from
those of Rolls-Royce)
were measured and
tested. The shunt coils of
Rolls-Royce types
measured about 85 ohm,
whereas the others
measured about 28 ohms.
When this was pointed out
they offered to change the
settings, and the units
were retumed. One unit
labeled B2 KIJW
measured about 80 ohms,
and could be expected to
work without modification.

RESISTOR CARTRIDGE FUSE  FIELD
"E“OM "- c
(fn fuse box)
T OUTER aiyi
= chst 0 | SMALL END

AMMETER & BATTERY

FLAT EHD SHUNT SERIES
colL COIL
.
T0 CUT-OUT, FUSES, = "A®

"embossed on mounting base"”

C.A.V,

VOLTAGE REGULATOR

(And Related Components)
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The electrical schematics
shown in various hand-
books and bulletins differ
among themselves and
some are inadequately
labeled for
correspondence with the
the useful mechanical cut-
away of RR/Q6. A revised
sketch is included. Note
the letters used in the
mechanical description do
not necessarily correspond
to those used in the
electrical schematic,

Now, how does Indiana
Jones escape from the
temnpie of dooin? With
some difficulty, to be sure,
and still facing additional
penls!

The most fortunate
among you may find a
rare exact replacement.
Caution is advised
because there are others
that look the same but
have different numbers;
they were designed to
operate the dynamos not
used on Rolls-Royces or
Bentleys (sometimes even
the locating groove is in a
different position.) It may
be unwise to rely on
“rebuilt” units.

One obvious measure is
to remove the regulator,
make whatever
corrections are possible,
and then find a way to
adjust if off the car. This
is the course chosen. An
additional boon would be
to find ways to avoid the
use of those as yet unseen
tools.

If you are sure the
regulator needs attention
(it usually does) remove it
from the car, protect the
wire leads, clamp each
lock ring in the 3 or 4-jaw
chuck of a small lathe,
lock the headstock and
gently tum the body of the

regulator counter-
clockwise by hand. So far,
all have come loose
without damage, even
factory sealed ones.

Unscrew the two end
contacts and ascertain if
the white stepped ceramic
washer under the small
end spring is intact. Itis
frequently broken by
zealots over-tightening the
outer spring tensioning
sleeve. Make a
replacement out of strong,
hard, staple plastic.

Examine the contacts.
Aii four wili need dressing
or replacement. Perhaps
the outer ones can be
tumed over as mentioned.
The two on the ends of the
armature are a different
story. Each is secured by
a tiny bentup tab of the flat
support spring, they are
usually tight and last-ditch
attempts to remove them
usually result in curing up
the spring. The unit is
then lost. If the armature
contacts are not badly
damaged they can still be
dressed. Prepare a short
3/8 inch flat ended wooden
dowel with a disc of
medium carborundum and
a disc of crocus cloth on
either end. Chuck the
regulator in your trusty
lathe, protect the |eads,
then reach in with the
dowel to dress and polish
contacts.

To make the
adjustments after
reassembly you will need
a high-accuracy voltmeter,
two 12 volt very low-power
signal lamps (LED
preferred), a smoothly
adjustable power supply of
about 0-25 volts range
with several amperes of
output, and a bit of
electrical expertise. A

copy of RR/Q86 should be
at hand to show the
sequence and limits of the
settings.

It is wise to place an
additional 12 volt
headlamp bulb in series
with one of the power
supply feed leads to
protect the small end
contact against an
accidental short, as noted.
The bulb will light up and
no damage will occur if
such a misstep is made.

Hook up the signal
lamps to show when the
contacts open and close,
and connect the power
supply and voltmeter to
take the place of the
dynamo. Follow the
sequence of RR/Q6 and
make the adjustments,
realizing you are no longer
using the dynamo of a
running car as the source.

As we near the end of
this temrifying narrative, it
should be noted that many
problems with the
regulator are caused by
deterioration or failure of
other electrical
components on the car.
All must be checked out
before reinstalling the
regulator. The dynamo,
cutout, wiring and
associated equipment
should be verified for
proper operation and
freedom from overloads
and shorts.

There's even more!
Details of attempted
repairs-successes-failures-
strange findings-weird
occurrences-occult
phenomena, and, of
course a few happenings
about the resistor coil and
the cut out. Please let me
know if you care to hear
about it!



INVESTING IN
YOUR FUTURE

Classic Car Investing

by Bob Le Flufy: Fine Automobile
Expert

Your questionnaire provoked
thought and discussion here at
Autoclassic, because we're often asked
about the wisdom of Old Cars as
investments, and while we're tempted to
extol the virtues of these marvelous
machines as a sure fire way of increasing
your wealth, the reality is confusing.
Simply put, old cars are a lousy
investment as investments go, yet many
people have done extremely well from
owning. using and loving their
Automotive Dream Machines. Here are
some of the reasons for this tension
between the Yin and Yang of Classic
Cars.

1. First you have to realize that
there are Classic Cars and there are
Classic Cars; the term covers a multiple of
sins. from Uncle Fred's 1950 Ford Club
Coupe to a Pre War Alfa Romeo 8C2900 B
Roadster. While you would be unlikely to
confuse the two were they sitting side by
side in your driveway, there is every
chance you might confuse them in terms
of their potential investment value, and
there is a huge difference. While there
are a quadrillion cars out there
enthusiastically called “Collectors Items”
by their owners, or even more
breathlessly described as “Rare’, there are
actually only about 6,700 cars in the
entire world that are the investment
equivalent of, say, a D Flawless diamond,
and perhaps another 20,000 cars that
aspire to that level of desirability. Those
are the cars that have the real investment
potential, that have performed so
spectacularly over the years. Uncle
Fred's Ford was worth $2,000 in 1975 and
it's worth $3,000 today. Not really

interesting from any investor’s
perspective.

2. As investments, the
transaction costs for old cars are high:
expect both acquisition and selling costs
to be in the range of 5% to 15% which
means you need to make between 10%
and 30% just to buy and sell the thing at
break even.

3. It costs money to keep old cars.
You don’t need a heated garage to store
your GIC'’s, you don’t need to perform
regular maintenance on a T Bill, and your
kids won’t take your Mutual Fund for a
blast around the neighborhood, while
you're away in Martinique. Even if you
don’t drive your motorized Strip Bond, it
will cost you to own it, and that has to be
considered, from an investment
standpoint.

4. Any commodity, be it
Diamonds, Art, or Old Cars, can be
frightening non-liquid at various times in
the Market Cycle. It is axiomatic that
when you don’t want to sell your ‘50
Biarritz Convertible, people will phone
every week with cash offers, when you do
want to sell it will take months to get
even an unacceptable bid. You have to be
able to live with the idea that this is not
the right time to sell, and the next year
may not be right either.

Yet in spite of all these negatives,
people buy old cars, use them, love them,
and sell them, often at considerable profit,
so there must be some arguments in favor
of investment in Classic cars and here
they are:

1. Had you been possessed of
foresight, and purchased a new Mercedes
Benz 300 SL Gullwing Coupe, here in
Vancouver in 1956, it would have cost you
approximately $8,000. If you kept the
little darling in the garage, up on blocks
and never drove it, we could introduce
you to any number of people worldwide,
who would cheerfully stab each other in
the chest for the chance to pay you
$400,000 for it today. Quite a handsome
return compared to inflation. If you had
been a bit quicker off the mark, the
number would have been $800,000 in
1989. If you bought in 1989 you would
not consider old cars to be a good
investment today.

2. Lets say that in addition to
wanting to sell the Gullwing, you woke up
one morning with a hankering for



Deutschemarks, a Yen for Francs of any
flavor, or indeed, a need for Bhats. This
presents no problem, because for the right
cars; there are world wide buyers who
will happily purchase your car, and wire
the money in any currency you desire, to
any bank anywhere in the world. The
point is that great cars are a hedge
against the Canadian Peso, and against
economic conditions here in Canada,
because there is worldwide interest in
them, and they are very transportable.
Drive your Three Litre Speed Model
Bentley to Vancouver International, and
for $5,000 to $8,000, in 48 hours it’s in
just about any part of the world you want
it to be. By the way, we take it on faith
that if you do sell your Pre War Mercedes
to the Sultan of Brunei, and have the
funds wired to your Channel Island bank,
that you will report this transaction to
Revenue Canada, since you consider it a
blessing to report income and pay taxes,
just like your friends and neighbors do.

3. Unless you have a very
unusual personality indeed, it is not
probable that you get a physical thrill out
of ambling into the garage after dinner,
and gazing at your Stock Certificates. It
is also unlikely that your {riends come
over and want to see your Mutual funds,
or that you every take your RRSP's to
California. to join a few dozen other RRSP
holders for a long weekend of blasting
around the wine country. You probably
don’t have friends world wide who
correspond with and visit each other to
celebrate their ownership of Bond funds.
Ownership (some would call it temporary
custody) of one or a few of the world’s
great cars does create these opportunities,
and offers much satisfaction for the soul.
The compounded rate of return these
dividends represent is calculated
emotionally, and differently for each of us,
but if you place a value on life experiences
they can be amongst the best.

4. There are two ways to make
money on any market cycle commodity;
one is to buy at market lows and sell at
highs, the other is to allow inflation to
look after our needs. At the moment, the
collector car market is coming off a seven
year downward trend in prices, so if you
arc a buyer, your timing is good. The
opportunity exists to reap market cycle
gains, as well as to benefit from
inflationary trends.

So even though from a hard nosed
Investment wisdom perspective, it is hard
to justify Old Cars as a sure fire winner.
If the mortgage is gone, the RRSP is full,
and Investment Advisor is at her wit’s
end trying to park your money, and
maybe if you have always loved cars, and
seek some excitement, a Ferrari is in your
future. Buy it though, because you love
it, buy it because it is a dream, keep one
eye on the investment possibilities and
you could do very well indeed. But stay
away from the damned Ford!

Reprinted from The B.C. Spirit, June,
1996.

Ghost Tour...........

The third Australian Wholly Ghost
Tour of outback Australia was
held during May. Several
members journeyed from England
to take part in this magnificent
marathon. Sadly, it was marred
by the fact that eleven American
owned Silver Ghosts failed to
reach Australia. They were on a
ship owned by a Belgian company
which went into receivership while
on the high seas. At the time of
writing it is still anchored off
Singapore with all the containers
on board. When they are finally
untoaded they will be returned to
the U.S., but of course the owners
will have to pay again to bring
them back. Rolls-Royce
Singapore are monitoring the
situation. As is expected of Rolls-
Royce owners, all the Americans

were accommodated in other cars.

Reprinted in part from the
Rolis Royce Enthusiasts' Club Bulletin
July/August, 1996 issue 217.
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Coachbuilder Word Search Puzzle #1

Above are the names of several coachbuilders who played a role in Rolls-Royce and Bentley history by
providing bodies for many of the pre-war cars. See if you can find them in the maze above. They can
appear in any direction possible and letters will overlap. Puncutation and spaces do not appear in the
puzzle. All of the names listed are in the puzzle. Don’t give up. If you are good, send me a copy of your
finished puzzle with your name printed clearly and I'll publish the first 5 responses I get in the next issue.
Keep this puzzle in a safe place. It may come in handy iater...it’s a long time to December!

THRUPP AND MABERLY CROSBIE AND DUNN GURNEY NUTTING
JAMES YOUNG PARK WARD RIPPON

JOHN CROALL AND SONS FREESTONE AND WEBB H.J. MULLINER
COCKSHOOT VANDEN PLAS MADDOX
NORDBERGS WINDOVERS SALMONS
MAYTHORN HAMSHAW " FLEWITT
HOOPER BREWSTER BARKER
CARLTON

Courtesy of The Spirit of Ecstasy, Southern California Region



Antique, Classic and Special Interest
Automobile Insurance

EXAMPLE: M Low Rates!
NTIQUE - 20 years or older B Wo Depreciation!
- appraised at $15,000 M Multi-Vehicle Discount!
- full coverage M No Claims Discount!
Premium: $139 / year Excellent Claims Sei'vice!

SOLD EXCLUSIVELY BY

OXFORD

INSURANCE LTD.

EDMONTON CALGARY
KINGSWAY - 474-8911 vﬁml HILLHURST - 270-9636
1-800-272-8840 343.823% 1-800-661-3573
SOUTHSIDE - 436-8354 WILLOWPARK - 278-0045
e MYESIEND - 489-7353 WESTBROOK - 246-5528
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