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CHRISTMAS SOCIAL

The Chef is cooking to order
for Reg Collings.

On the left, George, Donna,
Janis, Rob, Don

On the right Fred, Lauraine,
Lomraine, Margaret, Gerry, Norm
Bemice & Maurice.
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OTHER EVENTS:

February 21, 1998 - Swap Meet
Lethbridge Exhibition Grounds

March 28 & 29, 1998
Car Crazy Spring ‘98 Classic
Car Auction, Round Up Centre
Calgary

April 3-5, 1998
Portiand Swap Meet

NATIONAL EVENTS:

e July 27 - Aug. 2,1998
Newport, Rhode Island

e 1999 - Dana Pt., California
2000 - Lexington, KY

REGIONAL EVENTS :

e February 20th, 1998 - Friday evening
Paint Tech Session
followed by Boston Pizza
Location TBA

¢ March 15th, 1998 - Sunday 12:00 Noon
Brunch at the Inn on Lake Bonavista

e April 19th, 1998 - Sunday 12:00 Noon
Brunch at Chestermere Landing

« May 17th, 1998 - Sunday 10:00 a.m.
Meet in the Zeller's parking lot in
Shawnessy Mall. Tour out to
Lengview for lunch at noon via #22X
west, then south along #22. Return
via #22 north to Black Diamond then
west on #7 to Okotoks forice cream
by the river. Return to Calgary by #2.

e June 12/13/14, 1998 - Salmon Arm, B.C.
Inter+egional meet
SEE TOUR PLANS ELSEWHERE IN
NEWSLETTER

e July 19th - BBQ - TBA

o August 16th, 1998 9:30 a.m.
Meet at Deerfoot Mall. Drive up to
the Reynolds Alberta Museum for
lunch at noon - then tour museum.

o September 11th, 12th & 13th, 1998
Montana in the fall
Hosted by Doug & Marilee Syme
See next Prairie Lady for more info.

e October 11th, 1998 - RROC Annual
Business Meeting

o November - Tech Session TBA

December, Annual Chrisimas Party



POTLUCK AT GEORGE AND

JONNA POPE’S HOME,
November 16th, 1997

Lots of refreshments, great food and
good conversations were immensely
enjoyed by all at George & Donna’s
home. Quiet ambiance was felt in this
country setting. No grey cup fans here!

Again we thank George & Donna for
hosting this event for the second year.

1978 SWII, 1952 Mark VI,’S3 R Type, 1958 Cloud |

Attendees: Marie & David Baer, John, Marlene & Nicole Chorny, Dawn & Darcy Collings, Reg &
Lorraine Collings, Terry Murphy, Rob Manderson, Don & Janis Querido, Ron, Gillian & Jane
Venter, George, Donna, Kim & Laura Pope.

CHRISTMAS SOCIAL
*T THE HOME OF DARCY & DAWN COLLINGS.

On December 13, 1997 Darcy & Dawn hosted a memorable social at their home. Eighteen
members and spouses were in attendance. Unlike the year before the weather fully cooperated
which contributed to several PMC’s being driven to this get-to-gether.

Something different was done this year at the annual Christmas social. A French chef was hired
to cater the event. While guests mingled, fabulous appetizers were served along with wine and

other spirits. The meal itself was prepared before our eyes. What a treat! After the main course
was served guests leisurely helped themselves to delectable desserts. Everyone had a delightful

time.
We would like to thank Darcy & Dawn for inviting us to their home for this very enjoyable event.

Attendees: Don & Janis Querido, Fred & Lauraine Pysh, George & Donna Pope, Bernice &
Maurice Tims, Rob Manderson, Norm Gilliham, Gerry & Margaret Kendall, Ted Carswell & Marilyn,
Reg & Lorraine Collings & Darcy & Dawn Collings.
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The Annual Meet at Hot Springs, Virginia

The decision to go to Hot
Springs was on an impulse at
the last moment. The fare to
Virginia was prohibitively
expensive so I few to Toronto
to join the caravan of folks
from Ontario heading for the
meet. I was particularly lucky
in that Andy Rennie was
wanting someone to drive his
1951 Silver Wraith to the meet.
We headed out of Toronto in
convoy following Ralph
Curzon who was trailering a
1913 Silver Ghost to the meet.
Andy driving his black Silver
Wraith, Ray Murray in his
Silver Cloud 3 (with air), and
the Curzon boys. The Silver
Wraith ran beautifully, it is a
small engine car with the
manual gearbox but unlike my
R-type you are able to drive
comfortably at highway speeds
with the windows open, just as
well as the temperature was 33
deg. in the afternoon.

All went well until we hit
the Appalachians where Ralph
was down in first gear pulling
the Ghost up the hills, not a lot
of fun for him, but a beautiful
drive for the rest of us.
Eventually, uneventfully and
gratefully we finally arrived at
Hotsprings and settled into the
Vine Cottage, joining up with
several others, and went out
for a meal to celebrate 13 hours
on the road. We had expected
to take about 10 hours.

The next day I attended the
Chairman’s Meeting which
was as usual merged with the
Newsletter Editor’s meeting.
No major decisions were made
although the thorny question
of the gang of dissenters was
discussed. I certainly do not

by Rob Manderson

envy the regions who host
these people. How can you
not welcome the spouse of a
member in good standing even
when that spouse has been
suspended from the Club. The
decision was that the regions
must support National club
and not allow these people to
attend local meets. There was
also discussion about holding a
Newsletter Editors Seminar the
cost to be born by the local
regions. This was not felt to be
economically feasible and we
suggested that there should be
a system to help Editors,
perhaps over the internet.

Business concluded now
onto the fun! First visit to the
bazaar where lots of money
was spent over the next three
days collecting all sorts of bits I
didn’t know I needed. One of
the bits I brought back is a
paper element ($14) to replace
the felt oil filter ($46) on the R-
Type and MK®6. I also got new
pedal rubbers for the PII at less
than half I'd nearly paid last
year, as well as getting some
parts for other people. The
Bazaar was the biggest I have
seen at the meet.

The next day I looked in on
the Wood Refinishing course
run by David Paskin, who gets
a better finish than the factory
I'm sure. The secret of
finishing wood is in the
preparation. Unfortunately I
was too late to actually be a
participant in the class so in the
afternoon I went to the PIII
Preservation Meeting which I
enjoyed. A lively discussion
took place regarding whether
you should use tap water or
distilled water on the cooling
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system of these aluminum
engines.

In the evening we all
attended the Welcoming
Cocktail Party, unusual for the
fact I actually got something to
eat. The secret in the RROC is
to be there when the doors
open and then be prepared to
swoop faster that the other
gannets at the meet. The
group then adjourned to eat a
local restaurant and then back
to the Vine Cottage to try to
sleep (it was 30 degrees).

The next day having not
slept for two nights because of
the heat I removed to the Meet
Hotel (to cries of wimp) where
they had air conditioning!
Bliss! After the move I
attended a seminar on
Honeycomb radiators. The
main news here is that a new
core is available already made
up, with superior heat
dissipation properties, and just
needs to be soldered into the
shell of your radiator. Lots of
suggestions were made
regarding maintenance of these
radiators which clog easily as
the water spaces are very
small. A suggestion to clean
rust out is to use a solution
called Rustout to keep the
radiator clean. Break for lunch
and a trip up to the car lot
where there was a gorgeous
PII Gurney Nutting drop top
which I didn’t see again. In the
afternoon I went to “Detailing
a car for show,” and learmed
lots of sneaky tricks. The main
thing, however, is to have the
car really, really clean!

That evening I attended the
PII society meeting at which I
was made the Membership



secretary. We then held the
society dinner at which I was
the proud recipient of a T-shirt
for the most mileage puton a
PII in the last year. We are
planning to have a tour on the
way to the Newport meet next
year. If anyone fancies a trip
across the country in a PII this
summer let me know!

Friday morning found me
attending the “Paint with Bob
Jefferson Jr.” session which I
had done three years ago in
Philadelphia. A lot of the
information was the same but
the paints seem to be changing
rapidly just now because of
environmental worries. The
afternoon was spent at a
session on evaluating a car for
restoration. This proved
conclusively that everything
done with the PII purchase
was done wrong. I am sure
‘hat despite Chuck Shrout’s
best advice I will continue to
repeat all the same mistakes
again in the future! One of the
sessions I missed was about
the use of a fibre endoscope in
the evaluation of a car. I hope
this is held again next year, as
comments were very positive
about the use of this tool.
Friday evening was spent with
the Toronto group who by this
time had developed quite a
reputation (as usual).

Saturday morning saw the
cars all arranged on the driving
range behind the Hotel for
judging. This was a spectacle
not to be forgotten as from the
hotel you could see radiators
all the way up the hill, starting
with the moderns and getting
older as you walked up the

ill. The weather which had
been variable because of a
hurricane off the Virginia coast

had finally cleared and it was
hot but not too muggy. Ialso
want to make it clear you can
attend a meet with your car
and place it on the field for
display thus avoiding having
the car judged but having the
fun of your car being there.

As usual the array of cars
was breathtaking. One
excellent new innovation at the
meet is a class for original cars.
These are cars thought by the
judges to demonstrate the
standard of fit and finish when
the cars were new. I found this
to be a very useful exercise and
am glad this Conservation
Class has been founded to
preserve originality and
encourage people to bring less
than pristine cars to the meet,
as it is these cars which give us
the best indication of how it
was done at the factory or at
the coachbuilder. I mustadmit
I do find the concourse cars
quite intimidating, but I also
must admit that comparing my
cars to others does help me to
appreciate my cars more.

Another great idea was to
have the cars drive past the
verandah on their way back to
the car park. Unfortunately
everyone tried to leave the
field at the same time. The
resulting gridlock took nearly
two hours to untangle. We all
sat on the verandah sipping
iced tea (I never did get a mint
julep the whole time I was at
the meet). However, I really
enjoyed the drive past because
you got to see and hear all the
cars, even the concourse ones!

Saturday evening was spent
at the Banquet which was
interesting this year, for having
been at three meets before, 1
had met a lot of the people and

that always helps. The food
was also good and having
discovered after my arrival in
Hot Springs I couldn’t fit into
my kilt, I was really glad that
the men’s shop had a lady who
had been able to let the kilt out
two inches. The evening
concluded with the
prizewinners drive-by. Again
this was made much more
interesting as I knew the
people and the cars.

Next moming I rejoined the
Toronto Mafioso for the drive
back to Toronto, one car less as
the Silver Wraith I had driven
down had been sold. We
decided to take the easy route
staying on the interstates on
the way back. I got to drive
Andy Rennie’s prizewinning
Silver Wraith, this car is just
gorgeous but I worried all the
time about damaging it. The
trip back took about 14 hours
and was much longer distance
wise but must less stressful for
Ralph towing the Ghost.
Believe me I tried to persuade
him I should drive it, but he
was worried the owner
wouldn’t like it. I flew back
home at 6:00 a.m. the next
morning,...back to reality! I
must say that I am enjoying
these meets more and more.
Good people, lots of new
information, lots of cars, and a
whole lot of fun. If you
haven’t been to a National
meet why not go to Newport
this year. This is the third
National held there and is right
in the centre of the East coast
RROC membership. I'm told
the venue and the cars are
spectacular and as I said there
will be room in the PII for you
if you want to come.



R.R.O.C. Inter-Regional Meet

Can-Am Prairie - B.C. Region - Pacific N.W. Region
Salmon Arm, British Columbia
June 12th, 13th, & 14th, 1998

@
Coast Shuswap Lodge
200 TransCanada Highway, Salmon Arm, B.C. V1E 4P6
Tel. (250) 832-7081 Fax.(250) 832-6753
Reservations: 1-800-663-1144

Accommodation: A special room rate for R.R.0.C. members has been established at $70 +
taxes for Friday, June 12th and Saturday June 13th. A block has been placed on a number of rooms,
but book early.

Schedule of Events: Friday, June 12th
6:30 p.m. - Social gathering - Convention Room
Cash bar available
7:30 p.m. - Dinner - full 3 entree buffet, $24.00 per person
Includes meal, all taxes, gratuities, tea coffee

Saturday, June 13th

9:00 a.m. - Breakfast - Convention room - a la carte

11:00 a.m. - Lunch cruise

We wiill drive our PMC'’s from the hotel east
minutes on the Trans Canada Highway to
Sicamous. We board the Phoeben at noon for a
three hour cruise which includes a lunch of sand-
wiches, potatoe salad, carrot cake and tea or coffee.
The Phoeben arrives back in Sicamous at 3:00 p.m.
Cost $25.20 per person, includes: travel, taxes
and lunch.

6:30 p.m. - Social gathering - Convention Room
Cash bar available

7:30 p.m. - Dinner - Full 3 entree buffet - Cost $24.00 per person

Sunday, June 14th
9:00 a.m. - Farewell breakfast - Convention Room - a la carte

Notes:1. Please book your rooms, then contact me (George Pope) telling me what events
you wish to attend and how many people are in your party.
2. There will be no money collections for this event beforehand, however, | request a
CASH settlement for your 2 buffets and the cruise on Friday night dinner.




ENTHUSIASTICALLY BENTLEY

W.O. Bentley started his company servicing, selling and improving the
performance of the French D.F.P. cars prior to World War I. He started to
desigr: his own style while developing airplane engines. A prototype of the car
appeared in 1919. He finally found financing enabling him to start production

and begin selling in 1921.

Important  publicity
was later gained by competing in
races. Sales did come but there
was demand
for heavier
cars that
would carry
l ar ge
limousine and
saloon bodies.
W.0. wanted
high speed
capabilities
but was forced
to design the
six cylinder
6.5 litre in 1926.

In 1928 came the

1926 BENTLEY 3 Litre Red Label
Speed Model Vanden Plas

Speed Six with high compression
and twin carburetors. In 1927 the
earlier 3 litre was upgraded to a

1926 BENTLEY 6% Litre Tourer

larger 4.5 litre engine, although
the 3 litre was still in demand.
later addition of a
supercharger
to the 4.5 litre
engine proved
to be the most
sought after of
the original
company
products.

The

The 8 litre of
1 9-3 0
challenged the
luxury market
but was launched in the midst of
the Great Depression. A 4 litre
was introduced as a lower cost
model built on the 8 litre chassis.
Slow sales resulted in receivership,
and the assets were bought by
Rolls-Royce. All of the cars
produced by the old company are
today very
valuable if in
g o od
condition.

In 1933
came the
Derby
Bentleys.
An all new
3.5 litre met
with instant
success.
The year
1939 saw

1929 BENTLEY 4% Litre

a larger 4.25 litre engine required
because of heavier coach built
bodies.  correspondingly came
revised steering, larger tires,
smaller wheel size and an
overdrive. These features made
this model highly desircable to
collectors.

The MK VI post war
model was
offered with a
factory pressed
steel body. A
small number
of drop head
coupes and
other coach
built cars were
made. These
have steadily
increased in
value over the
last ten years.

1929 BENTLEY Speed 6

Reprinted from the July 1994, Ellerman Report



Auto

COIIectibles

Smart hedge against auto

stocks

Reprinted from
the International Lady,
Summer/Fall, 1997

Gone are the days of

foreign dominated speculator
excesses that drove antique and
collector car prices to outrageous
levels in the late 1980's and their
subsequent collapse. Today's
collector car market reflects a
strong domestic economy and
sustainable growth, supporting
rising prices.

According to Kruse
International, the world's largest
collector car auction firm, 1996
was the best year for the
collector car market since 1989.
And looking ahead, 1997
promises to be another great
year. An anticipated 500,000
people will attend Kruse
Intemational classic car events
during 1997.

Every year Kruse
Interational releases the
“Dean’s List” of the most
desirable collector cars targeted
for the quickest appreciation
rates in the coming year. As
you'll see from the following
1897 “Dean’s List" selections,
baby boomers are impacting the
collector car market just as they
have mutual funds.

t

Bél;y Boomers Influencing
Collector Car Dean‘s List

+1955-56 Chevrolet Bel
Air Convertible: This top series
Chevrolet was loaded with
chrome and features a simple
engine that delivers many miles

with little maintenance costs.
Prices from $16,500 to $30,000,
depending on condition.

+1953 to 1955
Chevrolet Corvette: America’s
first and only successful
fiberglass sportscar. With newer
Vettes selling in the $40,000 to
$60,000 range, these 1953-55
models are underpriced at
$28,000 to $35,000.

41963 Ford Falcon
Convertible: Excellent
altemative to the popular
Mustang, Performs as well and
is priced from $1,800 to $2,800,
60 percent of a Mustang and is
expected to appreciate as much
as 30 percent in the next year.

+1944-1950 Willys
Army Jeep: A fun vehicle
gaining favor in the wake of the
sport-utility vehicles craze
nationwide. Current prices are
low and a good restored Willys
Jeep can be picked up for
$3,700 to $5,700. Look for a
20 percent price increase over
the next twelve months.

41950 Buick 70 Series
Roadmaster Convertible: The
70 Series featured some of
Buick’s finest cars with large
engines and plush interiors.
Depending on condition, the 70
Series Buicks run from $19,500
to $44,000 and are expected to
appreciate 15 percent over the
next year.

¢ Other popular
collector cars include: 1936-41
Ford V8 Roadster, 1968 Ford
Mustang, 1960 Cadillac Eldorado
Biarritz Convertible, 1958-68
Austin Healey 3000, 1962-64
Studebaker Gran Turismo and
the 1977 Ferrari 308 GTS. “At
$18,000 to $30,000, the 1977
Ferrari 308 GTS is as low as it
will ever be. It's a great car with
a great design,” says Mitchell
Kruse, President of Kruse
Intemational. For a complete
listing of collector car prices, call
Kruse at 800-968-4444.

¢ Buying Tips from
Kruse

Pay attention to
condition. A perfect original
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brings more than a perfect
restored car.

Car design affects
prices. When the top goes
down, the prices go up. The
more horsepower, the more the
car will command in the
marketplace. Rarity alone does
not add value, but can when
coupled with the above factors.

A final note: Previous
ownership by a famous
person drives prices skyward,
with bad-guy reputations
commanding higher prices than
good guy images. For example:
Larmy Hagman's (J.R.) 1957 Ford
Retractable sold for $47,500 at
auction when a similar quality car
would have sold for $30,000.

Buyline: Richard J.
Maturi has written eight
investment books. For a list of
his books available at discount
prices call 307-635-5511.

“Oh, honey,...it's so nice to see you
doing the dishes instead of

working on that stupid carl”®



GLASS doesn’t have to be a PANE....

pbut it can be....

|'II scratch the surface and deal with the

two basic types of glass found in post-war
cars. Triplex Toughened which is non-tinted
was supplied on all of the homemarket cars
through early Shadow. Triplex Sundym is the
tinted version as supplied to North American
delivery cars. Both of these types are
generdlly replaceable in standard steel
vehicles but in coachbuilts you're really on
your own.

" Just scratching the surface” in this case is
a disaster. This tragedy can usually be
prevented by making sure that your car's

glass is surrounded by softness and tranquillity.

A common cause of glass ruination during
restoration is improper masking or no
protection whatsoever when sanding the
body for paint preparation. In a heartbeat,
an errant oscillating sander or air grinder just
touching a window creates marks that
unfortunately become a focal point your eye
travels to immediately. Contrasted to your
new paint job it can really look horrid, so be
careful. Side glass vertical scratching usually
occurs from worn or missing "reveal strip seal"
(scrubber bristle) on the door window frame
side and missing or worn "finisher seal" (felt on
the wood window capping side). When the
window is rolled up and down any contact
with adjoining sharp or protruding rivets,
screws, wood, etc. will make things instantly
ugly. Windscreens, of course, must not be

touched by anything but good wiper blades
always.

The rule of thumb is, if you can catch your
nail in a scratch it won't polish out. If it does
be prepared for some distortion; polishing
glass is just like rubbing out a scratch on paint-
same process but on a much more
microscopic level. Stone chips in windscreens
can sometimes be removed by new
processes, with OK, but not always
brilliant results. You can usudlly still see where
the sin is.

If you're removing glass for painting it's
better to sacrifice the rubber seals (they're
usually rotten anyway) and cut them away
with a razor blade. Don't try to force any glass
away from an opening it's been living in for 20
or 30 years. Be gentle. Remember, on MK6
through Cloud cars the rear window falls IN
when you remove the wood, so have
someone inside the car to catchit. Inthe
unlikely event that the two foil wire heater
strips (R-type &Cloud) haven't rotted, be
careful to remove them from the terminal
strip. In redlity, | can count on one hand the
early pre-Shadow heated windows |'ve ever
seen work, but it would be a shame to destroy
the rare one that did this late in the game.

Spedking from
EXPErenCe. ...
Tony Handler
Reprinted from HMN, Oct. 1996

ALBERS’' TECH TIP

Exhaust Systems 1960 - 1980 vehicles

Reprinted from: Picadilly Times, Summer, 1996 - by Greg Albers

I have always recommended original equipment exhaust systems to be fitted
whenever possible. Original equipment exhaust systems provide the proper sound
qudlity as well as backpressure which helps avoid overheating and insures proper
power on acceleration. Recently, Rolls-Royce drastically reduced the price of exhaust
system components for 1960 - 1980 cars in hopes of making them more affordable to
maintain. They also increased the warranty of all of these components to three years
(when installed by an authorized dealer.) This move helps eliminate the price
advantage which led owners to install aftermarket systems in the past and helps ensure
that our proper motorcars remain sounding proper.




Antique, Classic an.d Special Interest
Automobile Insurance

M Low Rates!

i i 1
ANTIQUE - 20 years or older M No Depreciation!

- appraised at $15,000 Multi-Vehicle Discount!
- full coverage ¥ No Claims Discount!
Premium: $139 / year M Excellent Claims Service!

SOLD EXCLUSIVELY BY

OXFORD

INSURANCE LTD.

EDMONTON RED DEER CALGARY
KINGSWAY - 474-8911 VILLAGE MALL HILLHURST - 270-9636

SOUTHSIDE - 436-8354 WILLOWPARK - 278-0045

WESTEND - 489-7353 WESTBROOK - 246-5528
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