TENE PRAIRIE

1976 Shadow 1 Long Wheel Base (LRE25750)
Owner: Terry Murphy



Chairman:
Rob Manderson

Calgary, AB
Treasurer and Memberships:
Francis Chan,
Edmonton, AB
Secretary:
Lorraine Collings
Events:
North:

Frankii Niewchas,

Edmonton, AB

South: George Pope
Strathmore, AB
Newsletter Editors:
Lorraine Collings
Calgary, AB
Archiver:
Howard Lengert

Calmar. AB

Note:

¢ |f you are planning on
attending the Inter-Regional
Meet June 12/13/14 in

Salmon Arm, please book
your room reservation as soon
as possible.

e Please let the editor know
of any upcoming events.

NATIONAL EVENTS:

o July 27 - Aug. 2,1998
Newport, Rhode Island

e 1999 - Dana Pt., California
e 2000 - Lexington, KY

REGIONAL EVENTS :

o April 19th, 1998 - Sunday 12:00 Noon
Brunch at Chestermere Landing

e May 17th, 1998 - Sunday 10:00 a.m.
Meet in the Zeller's parking lot in
Shawnessy Mall. Tour out to
Longview for lunch at noon via #22X
west, then south along #22. Return
via #22 north to Black Diamond then
west on #7 to Okotoks for ice cream
by the river. Return to Calgary by #2.

o June 12/13/14, 1998 - Salmon Arm, B.C.
Inter-regional meet
SEE TOUR PLANS ELSEWHERE IN
NEWSLETTER

o July 19th - BBQ - TBA

e August 16th, 1998 9:30 a.m.
Meet at Deerfoot Mall. Drive up to
the Reynolds Alberta Museum for
lunch at noon - then tour museum.

o September 11th, 12th & 13th, 1998
Montana in the fall
Hosted by Doug & Marilee Syme
See next Prairie Lady for more info.

e October 11th, 1998 - RROC Annual
Business Meeting

¢ November - Tech Session TBA

e December, Annual Christmas Party

OTHER EVENTS:
o April 24-25, Victoria B.C.
B.C. Region Annual Spring Meet

e May 2-3, Red Deer Swap Meet



TOUR REVIEWS by George Pope

Canada Olympic Park - Naturbahn Tea House, Sunday, February 22, 1998 i
The turnout for this lunch drive was great. The weather cooperated and the
food was terrific.
Attendees were: Norm Gilliham - SWII, Rod Manderson - R Type, Terry
Murphy - SCI, George, Donna and Emily Pope - SWII, Fred Pysh - Corniche, Ron,
Gillian & Jane Venter - Mark VI.

Inn at Lake Bonavista - Sunday, March 15, 1998
Our outing this day had ten members and four PMC’s at the Inn for brunch.
The food and atmosphere was great. Terry Murphy brought his latest acquisition a

1976 Shadow | (on front cover). A great looking car! /m ;
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Attendees for brunch were:
Bernice Tims, Donna Pope, George Pope & Emily, Norm Gilliham,
Terry Murphy,Reg Collings, Lorraine Collings & Rob Manderson.
Missing is Maurice Tims who was taking the photograph.

A

WELCOME

NEW MEMBERS
Michael Bell, Edmonton, AB

Boyd M. Gutebier, Deer Lodge, MT

Tom Foster, Great Falls, MT




R.R.O.C. Inter-Regional Meet

Can-Am Prairie - B.C. Region - Pacific N.W. Region
Salmon Arm, British Columbia
June 12th, 13th, & 14th, 1998

@
Coast Shuswap Lodge

200 TransCanada Highway, Salmon Arm, B.C. V1E 4P6
Tel. (250) 832-7081 Fax.(250) 832-6753
Reservations: 1-800-866-9303 - Grp. #100

Accommodation: A special room rate for R.R.0.C. members has been established at $70 +
taxes for Friday, June 12th and Saturday June 13th. A block has been placed on a number of rooms,
but book early.

Schedule of Events: Friday, June 12th
6:30 p.m. - Social gathering - Convention Room
Cash bar available
7:30 p.m. - Dinner - full 3 entree buffet, $24.00 per person
Includes meal, all taxes, gratuities, tea coffee

Saturday, June 13th

9:00 a.m. - Breakfast - Convention room - a la carte

11:00 a.m. - Lunch cruise

We will drive our PMC'’s from the hotel east
minutes on the Trans Canada Highway to
Sicamous. We board the Phoeben at noon for a
three hour cruise which includes a lunch of sand-
wiches, potatoe salad, carrot cake and tea or coffee.
The Phoeben arrives back in Sicamous at 3:00 p.m.
Cost $25.20 per person, includes: travel, taxes
and lunch.

6:30 p.m. - Social gathering - Convention Room
Cash bar available

7:30 p.m. - Dinner - Full 3 entree buffet - Cost $24.00 per person

Sunday, June 14th
9:00 a.m. - Farewell breakfast - Convention Room - a la carte

Notes:1. Please book your rooms, then contact me (George Pope) telling me what events
you wish to attend and how many people are in your party.
2. There will be no money collections for this event beforehand, however, | request a

CASH settlement for your 2 buffets and the cruise on Friday night dinner.




KEEPING UP WITH TRADITION

Famed car maker Rolls Royce announced recently details of its new $263,500 US Silver Seraph
model, the first all new model in nearly two decades. The car is powered by a 5.4 litre, V12
engine from Germany's BMW. The car goes on sale after its launch at the Geneva Motor Show.
In addition to its new aerodynamic design, the car's redesigned systems include new seats and

heating systems as well as additional luggage space.
From the Calgary Herald, February 28, 1998

BMW won’t share Rolls

Bayerische Motoren Werke AG won't share the units of Rolls-Royce Motor cars Ltd. with
another buyer and may look at alternatives should its bid for the luxury car maker fail, BMW
chief executive Bernd Pischetsrieder said Tuesday.

Pischetsrieder told reporters that Rolls-Royce is “one entity" that cannot be divided. ‘Its
like VW. You cannot split the V and the W," he said.

Volkswagen AG wants to buy Rolls-Royce’s Bentley luxury car brand from Vickers Plc
and leave the Rolls-Royce brand to BMW, the German magazine Wirtschafswoche reported
earlier this month, citing an interview with VW chief executive Ferdinand Piech.

“Our group has to be in that market, with Rolls-Royce or without Rolls-Royce "
Pischetsrieder said. "It could well be that we already have alternatives should the Rolls-Royce
purchase not go ahead.

Auto analysts and Vickers, the U.K. defence company that put Rolls-Royce Motor Cars
up for auction last October, have already said a breakup of Rolls-Royce is unlikely.

BMW is seen as the favorite to buy Rolls and is also developing the engines for the new
generation of Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars. It threatened to stop delivering engines to Rolls-
Royce Motors if another carmaker buys the company.

Pischetsrieder said price is a key issue in whether BMW will buy Rolls-Royce.

Analysts have estimated the price tag for Rolls could be as high as 500 million pounds

($800 million US). The company posted a 10 per-cent increase in sales last year to 1,918 cars.
Retrieved from the Calgary Herald, January 21, 1998
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NEW LOGOS FOR ROLLS

Rolls-Royce and Bentley used the Frankfurt Show
to debut new corporate logos. Rolls has dropped
the words Rolls and Royce and sandwiched the
interlocking Rs -the old logo will still be used by the
maker of Rolls-Royce jet engines, which is under a
different ownership. Meanwhile the Spirit of
Ecstacy becomes a separate icon.

The Bentley logo has been freshened with a box
around it, similar in design to the marque’s radiator
shell. The background for the B will change colors
depending on the model: Blue will be used on
luxury models like the Azure; green will represent a
blend of sports and luxury, and will be used on the
Continental R; black is reserved for the ultimate in
performance, the Continental T. The Continental
T, which made its debut in Frankfurt, is fitted

with a 420 hp turbo V8 that makes 650 Ib ft of
torque and gives a 0-to-60-mph performance of
5.7 seconds.

Reprinted from Northern California Region, Jan./Feb, 1998

GREETINGS FROM ISSAQUAH, WA.

David and Frances Stocks are moving from the Seattie area to B.C. in April,
1998. They have just purchased a 5 acre ‘farm’ about six miles west of Sooke (near
Victoria) called Malahat Farm. The property consists of two houses, garage and a nice
sized shop. They intend to re-start the Bed and Breakfast business that operated

there until the fall of 1994.




GOT A LEAK?

WANT ONE?

By Lyman Hays
Reprinted from the Spirit of Ecstasy, Oct. 1996

As many true aficionado of things

British knows, British cars must mark
their territory by means of judicious
leaking of fluid, preferably oil. It has
recently come to my attention that some
of you, names withheld, have motor
cars that do not leak, either through
excessive maintenance or perhaps by
sheer bad luck! Well as Technical
Chairman for the Southern California
Region, | feel compelled to assist those
of you who find yourselves in this
decidedly awkward situation.

| began by delving into the sometimes
arcane means by which my own
beloved motor car (‘80 Silver Wraith I,
fuel injected) has found to provide the
requisite oil leaks. It was not easy but
persistence finally paid off, and | would
like to share with you my discovery.

The culprit in my case was the PV
(positive crankcase ventilation) system.
Various processes within the engine
tend to build up pressure within the
crankcases; leakage of combustion
gases by the piston rings is a prime
cause. Back in the old days, the
crankcase was ventilated to the air,
typically by an opening in the oil filler
cap. However some clever fellow found
that polluting emissions could be
reduced by returning these gases to the
air intake side of the engine where they
will be burned. Versions of this
technique are used in many of our post
war cars, e.g. Shadows, Spirits,
Corniches, etc.

These PVC systems tend to create
negative pressure (with respect to the
atmosphere) within the crankcase and
consequently in much of the oil
lubrication system. The problem arises
because the negative pressure in the
lubrication system tends to suck the oil
back into the engine. This is bad news
for those of us who need a leak! VWhat
we want is positive crankcase pressure.

Or to coin a phrase, we want a
pressurized crankcase vehicle or PVC
for short....nmmmmm, sounds familiar.

My discovery is elegant in its simplicity.
After your engine has been warmed up,
open your oil filler cap and stretch a
sheet of Glad Wrap over the opening.
Hold tight to the plastic and have
someone re-start your engine.

Negative crankcase pressure will cause
the plastic sheet to bow inwards; this is
what that aforementioned clever fellow
intended. However, in my case, the
plastic sheet did in fact bow outwards,
indicating a pressurized crankcase.
The positive crankcase pressure was
largely responsible for my oil leaks as it
tended to force oil out past the gaskets.
Note, once oil has been forced past a
gasket, it tends to become easier for ail
to find its way past that gasket in the
future.

In the event you detect negative
pressure, inward bowing, correct the
situation by preventing crankcase
gases from reaching the air intake side
of your engine. This was accomplished
in my motor car by allowing the flame
trap in the ‘A’ bank (right side of engine)
to become clogged with carbon. The
flame trap consists of a stack of fine
mesh screens. | tested my theory by
cleaning the flame trap and then
repeating the Giad Wrap Test. Lo and
behold, | now found my engine running
with negative crankcase pressure!

My oil leaks have since greatly
diminished in volume. It has taken
some getting used to, but | think |
actually prefer my motor car this way.

Note: Glad Wrap refers to any of the
thin plastic materials commonly used to
seal kitchen containers. Do not allow it
to be sucked into the engine or you will
regret it! The factory recommends
cleaning flame traps every 12,500 miles
or every 12 months.



The Right PMC?

By Phil Brooks

It seems to me that in deciding on a first PMC, you should keep in mind (a) where you will use the car, and (b)
how you will use the car. If you are going to use it every day in fairly heavy traffic, you'll want one kind of a car. If you're
going to use it mainly for Club events in a major metropolitan area, you'll be able to choose from many more kinds of
cars. If you're going to use it out in the country to down at the shore and not get into heavy traffic areas, you'll be able to
choose from any kind you can fix! If you're really tumed on by Turbos, get one. If late ‘30’s styling is your thing, look for
a 25/30 Wrraith, P-lli, or 4.25. Get the one that will be most serviceable, given where and how you will use the car.
Having pontificated on all that, | would recommend a short list of personal entry-level favorites, in no particular order:

1. The Derby Bentley, which many of us think is the finest, most nimble, most fun and most beautiful model RR or B
ever built.

2. The 25/30, among small horsepower cars. Again, easy to work on, with good paris availability, and much more
nimble that a 20 or a 20/25.

3. The Pl and the later the better. Big, but wonderfully reliable. Later in the series is always best, and with the P-I|
there were both technical and styling advances which made these ones very attractive for my money.

4. The Mark VI/R Type. A wonderful entry car, with holdover prewar styling and postwar performance. Again, the later

in the series the better, with the big-bore engines being particularly nice (M series on). The R-Type is the best of the
bunch.

5. The Sitver Wraith, with all the virtues of the Mark VI/R-Type but with the flat radiator and the custom body. The late
short chassis models have a lot of important mechanical improvements without all the weight of the long-chassis models.
The long-Chassis models before the 8:1 compression ratio engine was fitted are lovely, huge, but dreadfully slow. The
last SWs had the 8:1, and they are nice performers. These are neat cars.

6. The last SC-I/S.1, with the 8:1 compression ratio engine. These cars are very special indeed, with that beautiful
body allied with the last of the sixes in the tradition of Sir Henry.

7. The SC-IIl/S.3. For my money, the best of the postwar cars. We've had one of each and adored them both. They
are the final development of chassis cars, as opposed to the chassisless cars, and are really the factory's crowning
achievement in that way of thinking. It's funny that the factory people, the buyers, and the enthusiasts were all looking
fc;rvt:arg so much to the Shadow with its disc brakes and overlooking the SC-11/S.3 at the times; they/we ignored the best
of the bunch.

8. The early Shadows, pre ‘69 models, have wonderful spirited performance and are rather different in lots of ways
from the later cars. All Shadows have their own set of problems and idiosyncrasies, but a lot of people use them as
entry-level and are very practical cars.

9. The Spirits, Spurs, Mulsannes, Turbos, and Eights in the 20,000 series. These are really super cars, with lots of
improvement over the earlier ones, and with ABS. There are even those members who are trying to start a small cult
over these cars. Don't tell anyone, though, or the word will get out. These specially nice ones, for my money, have the
long wheelbase - extra room, and for my money better handling. And these cars can be purchased reasonably.

10. Any Bentley Continental - any model, any body style, any year. These cars are just breathtaking. We've had two
(S.1 fastback and S.3 coupe) and | wouldn't mind another some day. Mulliners are built better than Park Wards. The
Flying Spur, especially on the S.3 Continental chassis, is particularly nice and exceptionally priced.

11. There is a small series of SC-lIl Rolls-Royces with custom bodies that are really Bentley Continentals in disguise; in
fact, there is a story that they were built in order 1o try to persuade the factory 1o revive the “Continental” name on the RR
ala P-ll Continental. They are very special cars indeed and I'm somry, but you can't have ours.

12. If you want something really current, try the Bentley Brooklands. A great car indeed, with many improvements over
what went before. Pre-owned ones become more reasonable with every passing day. The fact that Reg Abbiss and |
suggested the name, along no doubt with lots of others, has absolutely nothing to do with this recommendation, of
course.

Apologies to all concemed for forgetting to mention their favorite model. But those models may not be entry-level cars.
Reprinted from The News “Rolls” On, Southern Delta Region
September, 1197
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