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Please let editor know of any upcoming

events,

e May 28 - May 2%9th - Okotoks
Collector Car Auction,
Okotoks Tri-Plex Bldg.

CAN-AM Prairie Region Newsletter
The Prairie Lady is published five times a year.

Members are encouraged to contribute articles and
photos. Please identify individuals and quote car seral
numbers.

Private advertisements for Rolls-Royce/Bentley
sales, wants, or parts will be published for members at no
charge. For car sales include chassis number and asking
price.

Every effort is made to publish accurate
information but the Club and its Directors cannot assume
any liability for loss or damage arising from any
information contained herein. Statements attributed to
individuals do not necessarily reflect the Club or Region’s
policy.

LEGAL NOTICE: The Can-Am Prairie Region is under
the direct control of the Rolls-Royce Owner's Club.

NATIONAL EVENTS:
e June 6-12, 1999 RROC Spring Tour in WA
e August 17-21 1999 - Dana Pt., Cdlifornia

REGIONAL EVENTS :
NORTH EVENTS:

e June, July & Sept. combined
north & south

e August 8th North & South
Railway excursion from
Stettler

SOUTH EVENTS:

e June 20th -Lunch @ Peter's Drive-In, 12:00
then tour out to Cochrane

e July 18th - North & South combined BBQ
Carefree Resort - hosted by Reg &
Lorraine Collings (map enclosed)

August 8th - North & South Combined
Meet - Railway Excursion from Steftler

September 11th - Numtija Lodge
e September 19th - Tech Session

October - Taste of Banff

November - TBA
Christmas Party - TBA (any
volunteers)



TOUR REVIEWS By George Pope & Lomraine Collings

March 20th, Saturday -Dinner at Cattlejacks Inn, Okotoks

Attendees: Lance Selock, Kathleen Higgins, David & Marie Baer, Terry Murphy, Merlene
Sparks, Darcy & Dawn Collings, George & Donna Pope, Rob Manderson, Reg and Lorraine
Collings.

The evening started off very pleasantly with conversation focusing on our club hosting
the National Meet. We were told that a representative from National would be coming to
Calgary sometimes in April or May to view the facilities and answer any questions National
may have had.

After a very enjoyable dinner, part of the group returned to Rob Manderson’s home.
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April 18th -Sunday - Circle Calgary Tour.

Attendees: Ron, Gillian, Alex & Jane Venter, George, Donna, Laura, Kim and Emily
Pope, Paddy & Perin Mather, Rob Manderson, Lance Selock and his mother.

What a beautiful day we had for our tour. We all met at Chinook Centre and
proceeded down 22X to Bragg Creek. We stopped for a leisurely lunch at Heaven'’s
Gate. From there we motored to Cochrane for what else but ice cream treats.
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May 16th, Sunday - Brunch @ Banff Springs Hotel

Attendees: Maurice & Bernice Tims, George & Donna Pope, Ron, Gilliam, Alex and Jane
Venter, Karim Jaber (friend of Alex), Reg & Lorrainie Collings, and three PMC'’s.

A few members met at Canada Olympic Park and then off we went to Banff. George & Donna
had a get-away weekend and had spent Saturday night in Banff. In spite of the fact that the
weather man had predicted rainy weather, we actually had sun with a few sprinkles of rain
later on. Our brunch commenced at 1:00 p.m. and by 2:30 we all had tried most everything
offered, and what a variety we had. Some say the brunch at Banff Springs is the best in the
province. We certainly could find no fault in what we devoured. As always, a trip to the
mountains is such a fabulous experience.
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Future National Meets: ~ Paint & Finish Removal
(A Drvision of 802514 Aberta Lid.)

Calgary 2001, The Homestead in Virginia in 2002, Plastic Bead Blasting
Monterey in 2004 and the meet in 2003 should be Automabiles + Boats « Motorcycles/Bicycles
finalized within the next two months. Outdoor Furniture * Antiques / Metal

My hour has 60 working minutes
Sand Blasting Available

KEITHW. OGSTON
Bay 10, 3270 - 46 Ave. S.E., Calgary, AB  T2B 3K7




HAVE WE HEARD FROM YOU?

By Dick Boberg

Now that you have received the Schedule of Events for the Annual Meet at Dana Point
in August, you may have noted that a unique event is scheduled for Friday evening. From 5
p.m. to 7 p.m. we will be holding an Auction and Cocktail party around the pool at the meet hotel,
ovenlooking the blue Pacific. Gary Wales will be auctioneer for the event and we are looking
forward to a great evening of fun for all.

The important thing is to realize that if you have any merchandise or services that you
would like to have presented to our members at the auction, you need to let me know soon so
that we can list your items in the auction publicity. Several members have already donated hard
to find Rolls-Royce or Bentley parts, and we welcome many more. We have already received
items such as hotel room nights for two, and a week long stay at a mountain resort, but we need
a lot more of those as well. Anyone who brings in a donation of an airline trip for two will be
especially appreciated. Those of you who would like to have the name of your business
mentioned as the donor of an exciting item for auction will have a wonderful opportunity to do
just that. Several members have indicated that they plan to donate a book or document that has
great historical significance. Some of the items we expect will undoubtedly bring a smile to
many faces. Indeed the possibilities are unlimited. The important thing is to let me know that
you plan to donate so that we can get it listed early on.

| can be reached by telephone, mail, fax, and e-mail and will be glad to talk with you
about anything of value that you wish to donate.

We are looking forward to a great meet. ['ll see you at Dana Point

*‘Perfect example of money getting into the wrong hands."




WOOD REFINISHING

By Chuck Hill - reprinted from The Spirit of Ecstasy, June, 1828

Do you want to have your wood refinished,
but can’t afford the 30 layers of hand-rubbed
lacquer? How about doing it yourself for
about 1% of the cost of sending it out? The
finish won’t be as deep and luxurious as the
30 coats of hand-rubbed lacquer, but it will be
much better than the old, faded, chipped, and
crazed finish on your current wood.

You can refinish your own wood trim by
using clear gloss polyurethane (I can already
hear the purists gasping for air out there).
The finish is extremely tough, weather
resistant, and looks very similar to lacquer (to
the untrained eye). The secret to getting a
good finish, whether using lacquer or
polyurethane, is in the sanding and rubbing.
With the availability of newer and finer
sandpaper such as 2000 grit, rubbing with
pastes is kept to a minimum.

First remove all the wood trim that needs
to be worked on. After removing the trim from
the vehicle, take off all metal brackets, felt
trim, and any other extraneous material.
When you remove the brackets, it may help in
the reassembly to take a few notes at this
point. You may even want to put a number
on each part and put each part in a separate
bag.

Using a high-quality liquid stripper, remove
the old finish by placing the parts on an old
towel and brush or spray on a very generous
coat of stripper. The better grades work very
quickly and do not raise the grain of the
wood. Let the parts sit for 15-30 minutes.
The longer you wait, the more time the
stripper has to work. However, if you let it sit
too long, the stripper may dry out. If this
happens, just brush on another coat and wait
about 10 minutes. Remove the stripper and
the old finish with a coarse rag (old jeans
work well here). Repeat until all finish is
removed. If you find a few stubborn flecks of
old finish remaining, scraping them with a
fingernail worked well. Avoid using any sort
of metal scraper that might damage the wood.

After the wood has been completely
stripped, lightly sand all pieces with a 320 or
400 grit sandpaper. This sanding is to
remove any minute flecks of finish or grain
‘hairs’ raised by the stripper. However, keep
sanding to a minimum. [f you find a deep
scratch in a veneered piece, do not try to
sand it out since you might sand through the
veneer into the underlayment. If there are
several deep scratches, you may want to
consider sending that piece out to have it
repaired by one of the professional shops.

Here are the supplies you will need:

stripper

water based polyurethane

sheets of 400 grit sandpaper

sheets of 600 grit sandpaper

sandpaper

sheets each 1000, 1200, 1500
& 2000 grit wet sandpaper

2” synthetic bristle

paintbrush

lots of coarse rags (cotton
preferably

hot glue gun

piece of 2x4

You are now ready to start the finishing.
Before you start, you may want to attach
some “handles” onto the wood pieces so you
an manipulate them without touching the
finish. On the small pieces, | took a short
piece of wood with a hole drilled in the end
(so | could hang it from a coat hanger) and
attached it to the back of the trim piece with a
hot glue gun. The door caps do not need
handles since they will rest on a 2x4 quite
nicely while you work on them,

Thin the polyurethane with a little water
and apply one coat to your wood trim. | use
water-based because it does not require the
roughing of the surface between coats. The
water helps flow out any brush marks, Allow
the first coat to dry overnight. The
instructions state that you can recoat after
two hours, but | like to wait a longer period,
and since the first couple of coats (and the
last couple) are very important, allow extra
time for the drying. After the polyurethane is




dry, use a feit sanding block and some 400
grit sandpaper to smooth out the finish. This
coat is mostly to seal the surface and fill any
pores. After sanding, wipe the pieces very
carefully with a tack cloth.

Apply the second coat and allow it to sit
overnight. After it has dried, sand again with
400 grit sandpaper. After it has been
thoroughly wiped down with your tack cloth,
apply three coats of polyurethane, waiting two
hours between coats. Let the last coat dry
overnight then wetsand with 400 grit
sandpaper until the surface is smooth, with no
ripples or dips. For the wetsanding | used
water with a drop of dish detergent in it.

Apply one more coat of polyurethane (thinned
with a little bit of water) and allow it to dry
overnight. Now the work begins. Wetsand
this coat with your felt block and 600 grit wet
sandpaper. Then use the 1000, 1200, 1500,
and 2000 grit wet sandpaper. After the final
sanding wash off the residue with clean
water, and prepare to polish.

| used a polish that was designed for
clearcoat car finishes. It is a thick blue liquid
that just barely feels abrasive. | polished with
a damp rag, rubbing like | did shoe polish in
the service. Keep this up until the surface
begins to be as reflective as a mirror. | spent
about 15 minutes per cap on this final
polishing. After the polishing is finished, and
the piece thoroughly cleaned off apply a good
paste wax. This will help protect the finish.

Remember that, even though you want to
achieve a certain amount of depth in your
lacquer, you don’t want it to get too thick.
Temperature changes affect acrylic lacquer
and polyester resin differently and will cause
the wood to expand and contract differently
The thicker the finish, the greater the
possibility that the finish will crack or become
cloudy.

During the drying stage it is critical to be in
a dust-free environment. Otherwise small
contaminants will settle on the drying finish--
and you’ll have to start polishing again.
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! Baked Bolts
. Ever try to paint bolts when you are
.detalllng your engine, only to have them
.scratched up the minute you -put a socket on
'them? Well, here is a hot tip. As soon as the
|enamel paint is dry to the touch, put the bolts on|
.a cookie sheet and pop them in the oven at 325 |
.degrees for 25 minutes.

After they cook, wait about a half-hour
1and carefully bolt them up, using a six point
| socket, and voila—you have a neat, scratch-
| proof fastener. This works best when your wife
|is not home.
I This home-cooked tech tip has appeared
'in a number of region newsletters. Joe Gildea
|says it originated in the June, 1990 issue of Hot
iRod Magazine.

nWashmg Your Headliner

| The Internet has all kinds of information,
;some good, some funny, some useless. This
\was very useful, | tried it myself and yes, it
'works. This is how it works.

1A. Remove the interior lights and sun visor. B.
iMix a 25% solution, water with carpet cleaner. |
|used Bissell Carpet Care. C. Use a soft 3x3
linch brush, and put on rubber gloves. (This

1 solution can irritate the skin). D. Have a

| powerful wet/dry vacuum ready. Now you are
\ready to deal with that chocolate brown
‘headliner and 30 years of dirt, smoke, etc.
\Brush a small area of 12 x 16 inches and
|immediately thereafter vacuum the moisture up.
|Repeat the scrubbing with the next small area.

| You may have to repeat this process a few
itimes. The last time | used long strokes in the

| same direction to have the “nap” in the same
\direction. This whole process took me about 8
'hours. Some of the water stains did not
icompletely come out, but overall | was surprised
'how well it works and how resilient the wool

iwas. But then, so are sheep.

; by Bram Over - reprinted from The International
lLady, Spring, 1999

|



Servicing a SS Brake Reservoir

All Silver Shadow owners know that
the brake system on these cars
requires periodic maintenance or the
system will not operate correctly. One
of the easier tasks to perform is the
cleaning of the brake reservoir. You do
not even need to read the shop manual
or look at the instruction video as they
make the task more complex than it
really is. They want the unit removed.
Also, the task is so easy that if a few
simple rules are followed, nothing can
g0 wrong.

The rules are to prepare, be clean,
and do not get any brake fluid on the
paint as it will remove the paint
instantly. This article describes how to
complete the task in an hour or two.

The first step is to prepare the
reservoir for cleaning. This requires
that a couple of weeks before you
intend to clean the unit the proper
parts be purchased and that a rust
solvent (Brake Free) be applied
numerous times to the small allen
screws that hold on the sight glasses.

The idea is to loosen these allen
screws so that the sight glasses can be
removed and cleaned when the unit is
serviced. The technique is to apply
solvent to the screws several times over
a period of several days. Each time
this solvent is applied to the screws,
try to loosen them a bit more. And if
this fails gently tap the screws with a
solid object to “work” the solvent into
the threads. After several tries the top
ones will usually loosen and can be re-
tightened. This will be adequate until
the unit is serviced.

The parts to buy are at least two
liters of RR 363 brake fluid, a couple of
sight glass “O” rings, two cover
gaskets, a top screen and an inlet
filter. The filters are $70.00 each and
up to three may be required. But you
should have at least one in case you
need it.

To start the procedure first cover
the left fender with a liquid proof
fender cover and put a clean towel over
that. Then remove the screws on the
top of the unit and remove the top
cover and the screen. The top cover
and all other parts that are removed
are washed in denatured alcohol and
blown dry or set to dry in a clean pan.
After some of the fluid has been
removed by using a new gravy baster
the metal cover can be removed by
removing the 11/32 bolt. Then the
rest of the fluid can be removed and
discarded.

Using a 1 inch socket the filters can
be removed and washed. If the filters
have any holes in them they should be
replaced as they prevent undesirable
particles from entering the brake
system where they will cause you real
problems. After the cover gasket has
been removed the inside of the
reservoir may be wiped dry using lint
free shop rags.

Now the sight glasses should be
removed and cleaned if you were
successful in removing the top Allen
screws. Next the glass and cover
usually can be rotated
counterclockwise to help free the lower
screw. Wash the cover and glass and
replace it using a new O ring. Service
the other sight glass in a similar
manner.

Reassemble the unit being sure that
the inside of the unit is clean and dry.
Then refill the reservoir to the full lines
and run the car a few minutes to
insure that the levels are correct.

The nice thing about doing it this
way is that you do not have to bleed
the brake system. That procedure
should be done every two years and

will be discussed in a separate article.
By Dave Sjolund - reprinted from The Spirit
of Ecstasy, Sept. 1998



Rolls- Royce Trademarks

The following is an excerpt of the text of a presentation by David C. Evans, Counsel to Rolls-Royce, pic., which was given
in Atlanta during the meeting of A Foundation of The Rolls-Royce Owners' Club. This article appeared in the Pipeline,
Vol. 89, Number 1, Jan. ‘99.

Vickers formally put Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd. up for sale in 1997. Vickers was open for bids. As we all
know BMW entered the bidding quite openly, made their bid but did not go any further. As we also know,
Volkswagen bought the company without support from Rolls-Royce plc. According to the published
information, Volkswagen was only interested in the Bentley name and in the facilities at Crewe. Volkswagen
proceeded with the purchase and in July, 1998 Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd., became foreign owned. Rolls
Royce plc invoked immediately the foreign ownership clauses of the 1973 license agreements and notice was
duly given under the agreements which expired on 18th of August, 1998.

In the meantime BMW and Volkswagen had come to deal generally upon the following terms:-
1. BMW were to continue to supply engines until the end of the year 2002.

2. RRMC were to be licensed by BMW to produce Rolls-Royce motor cars until the end of 2002.
3. At the end of 2002, the “Spirit of Ecstasy” trade mark is to be assigned to BMW.

4. At the end of 2002, production of Rolls-Royce motor cars at Crewe will cease.

In the meantime, the negotiations between BMW and Rolls-Royce plc were still being concluded and it was not
until the 23rd December, 1998 that BMW and Rolls-Royce finally tied the knot and signed the agreement to
“split” the trade marks.

Under this agreement the Rolls Royce marks relating to motor cars and parts therefore, were to be assigned to
BMW. In the event of BMW wishing to sell the marks, they are required to give Rolls Royce first refusal. The
agreement provided for cooperation between Rolls-Royce and BMW to maintain the status of the trademarks
in the market place worldwide. Lastly the agreement provided for the building of a new car plant in Derby to
build a Rolls-Royce motor car and RR plc were to have an interest and also a seat on the board.

It follows from this agreement, that Rolls-Royce were to continue to own the marks for everything else, that is
to say, all products and services with the exception of motor cars.

What does all this mean, and what is the effect on the members of the Rolls-Royce Owners Club?
1. For the time being it means that there will be no change.

2. At the end of 2002, however, there will be significant change but quite what that change will be and how to
quantify it at this time is difficult since we simply do not have enough information.

3. The Rolls-Royce motorcar is a low volume product; only about 120,000 cars have ever been produced over
a 90 year period. The fact that the intention is to maintain the reputation for grace and luxury implies that it will
probably remain a small production item. Last year the total production of Rolls-Royce Motor car was approx.
470 vehicles. The agreement between Rolls-Royce and BMW requires BMW to maintain quality standards in
accordance with the established practices of the mark.

4. BMW, therefore, have either to change the public perception of the trademark; go for growth, or move the
mark downmarket in order to obtain the necessary growth and volume to justify the building of a new factory in
Derby.

5. In the alternative, BMW can find a sporting name to go with Rolls-Royce and develop this model, effectively
to take the place of Bentley.

8. In the longer term what is the position of BMW? Are they likely to be subject to takeover themselves? s,
as the rumors suggest, Ford really interested?



7. Both parties are contractually bound to maintain the present position on the status of the trademarks. Itis
gratifying to see that BMW have taken the first decision in accordance with this and have, very sensibly,
decided to leave the overall day-to-day management of the marks that they now own in the hands of the
established Rolls-Royce team that has been handling them for some time now. Thisis a sensible and
encouraging first step.

How does this affect the Rolls-Royce Owners Club? What should you do now?

In the short term | submit that you should do nothing. The club is established for the owners of the products of
Rolls-Royce Ltd. and Rolls Royce Motor Cars Limited. Nothing significant will change until the end of 2002.
Before taking any firm decisions as regards change of name of the Club, of representation etc. you need to
have a better idea of what is likely to happen in early 2003. If you take precipitate action now, you could very
well become an extension of the Volkswagen/Audi Owners Club; it is already being rumored that the BDC now
stands for the Beetle Drivers Club. Will there be a Rolls-Royce sporting equivalent of the Bentley - if so what?
Will the sporting version be of high volume manufacture? Will you, the RROC, want their owners to be
members?

Until we have some of the answers to these questions, it is my view that the RROC should not take any action
atall. As indicated above it would be folly to change the name of the Club or the constitution of the Club at this
time. In view of the uncertainty, it would certainly be a mistake to change the membership rules at this time.
The options open to your Club are many and for the time being, until there is more certainty as to the future, |
put it to you that the correct response to these momentous events is to take no action until the overall position
becomes more certain.

The position of the enthusiasts’ clubs and the owner’s clubs worldwide are secure. Each club has a 50 year
license, which is renewable on expiry. Each club is specifically forbidden to operate in the area in respect of
which trademarks have been transferred to BMW. In effect the clubs are still operating within the area of
influence of Rolls-Royce plc. | think you can take it that on past experience, we will remain reasonably friendly.
You are part of our heritage; we value the heritage and historic quantum that you provide. Your responsible
presence and activities has a small but tangible influence in the aerospace business.

BMW are also interested and are also friendly - very friendly. They wished to meet with the club. It has been
suggested that meetings in about a year’s time would be appropriate. My only advice at this stage is to give
thern a chance to sort themselves out. The management of BMW has enough problems with Rover Group and
with future planning for the production of the new Rolls-Royce motor car without have to worry about and army
of enthusiasts and owners hammering on their doors.

SPARES TO CARRY ON TOUR - reprinted from the Classic Car Club Bulletin, Feb. 1995

Glove Box - tire gauge, flashlight
Front Seat Cover - maps, trip log
Under Rear Seat -
distributor cap
rotor
distributor vacuum advance
points
condenser
belts
upper and lower radiator hose
bars radiator Stop Leak
Spark plugs
Water pump kit, carburetor kit
front wheel bearing set
U Joint Kit
12 V. coil
Trunk - Spare tire, jack, wheel wrench and wooden wedge, spare water pump, gaskets, spare fuel pump,
Box containing assorted bolts, nuts, washers, screws, cotter pins, wire ends, wire, wire pliers, JBweld e
epoxy, bulbs, fuses, electrical tape, fire extinguisher, PC7 epozy, silicone, repair manuals, parts book,
club rosters, fender covers.
Well - rags, shock fluid and gun, touch up paint, polish, paint brushes, thinner, tow strap, jumper
cables, tool box with tools.
Behind spare tire - small engine analyzer, timing light.
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OXFORD

INSURANCE LTD.

EDMONTON
OFFICES

Kingsway
474-8911

1-800-272-8840

Southside
436-8354

Westend
489-7353

CALGARY
OFFICES

Stampede
232-6100

1-800-332-1087
Westhills
246-0011
1-800-661-3573

Willowpark
278-0045

RED DEER
343-8233

FORT MCMURRAY
743-8368

TOFIELD
662-4150

AUTO PROPERTY COMMERCIAL FINANCIAL SERVICES TRAVEL BUSINESS
10 '

You need an insurance policy that
covers practically everything, but

DOESN'T COST YOU everything.

That's why we developed the Silver
Wheel Plan. We know how
special your vehicle is and how well
it's looked after. After spending
money on the restoration, you'd like
fo save money somewhere!

Give us a call today to find out
how much you can SAVE on
your insurance ... and make your

"better half" happy too!¥ s




